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statute organiques for the government of Ladiqlyah and the govern-
ment of Jabalu'd-Duruz respectively, and a reglement organigue
setting up a Conference on Common Interests (particularly on
customs administration) between the Governments of the states
under French mandate in the Levant. The new Constitutions for
Alexandretta, Ladiqlyah and Jabalu'd-Duruz did little more than
confirm the existing regime in each of these three territories; and
they were put into force without delay and without disturbance.1
The application of the new Constitution for the state of Syria was
a more delicate matter; for although for the most part it was iden-
tical with the text that had been drafted by the Syrian Constituent
Assembly, the modifications introduced by the French High Com-
missioner were highly contentious ;2 and the French variation upon
the original Syrian text was rendered still more unpopular by
the rather high-handed manner of its promulgation. Meanwhile, the
state of Syria continued to be administered by the Provisional
Government under the Presidency of Shaykh Taju'd-Dln which had
been set up by the French High Commissioner on the 14th February,
1928 ;3 and it was only towards the end of the year 1931 that steps
were taken to bring the new Syrian Constitution into operation.

On the 19th November, 1931, the French High Commissioner
addressed a letter to Shaykh Taju'd-Din heralding the termination
of the provisional regime and announcing that free elections for a
Syrian Chamber of Deputies would be held in January 1932. On the
same date the High Commissioner promulgated three arretes: one
setting up a Consultative Council in view of the putting into force of
the Syrian Constitution; a second reorganizing the Syrian Government
services pending the entry of the Constitution into force; and a third
modifying the existing regulations for the conduct of elections.4
The new Consultative Council held its first meeting on the 7th
December, 1931, at Damascus; and on this occasion the French High
Commissioner, ip. a public statement,5 drew attention to the fact that
on the llth June, 1931, during the twentieth session of the Permanent
Mandates Commission, and again on the 4th September, 1931, during
the sixty-fourth session of the League Council, the French represen-
tatives at Geneva had intimated the French Government's acceptance
of the principle that the proper road to the emancipation of a territory
under a mandate of the 'A* class lay through the negotiation of a
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B Text in Rapport 1931, pp. 184-6.